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 Thomas Sunday – April 23
rd

, 2017 A.D. 

Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He granted life.  

 

THE VIBRANT PARISH - A PLACE TO ENCOUNTER THE LIVING CHRIST: Through the Word, the Holy 

Mysteries & Prayer, Serving One’s Neighbour, Leadership,  

Fostering & Serving Unity and Missionary Spirit – Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
      O Lord Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd, as you once gathered lost sheep that they might hear Your voice and be your flock, so 

also today graciously look down from heaven upon our parish community, and send down on it your Holy Spirit, that it might be a 

place to receive the joy of Your Good News. Strengthen us with your presence, and always gather us together in prayer. Grant us 

the spirit of serving others, so that in our parish all might encounter You, the merciful God. Bless our spiritual leaders with Your 

wisdom, and inspire us to generously give of our time, talents and treasure for the building up of Your Kingdom. Unite us in peace 

and harmony, as befits Your community of love. Instill in us a missionary spirit, and let our parish community shine with the light 

of the Gospel, with prayer and good works, inviting all to share in the divine life, so that Your Name, O Saviour, may be praised, 

together with Your eternal Father, and Your most-holy, good and life-giving Spirit. Amen.  

   The Church observes the Sunday of Thomas one week following the 

celebration of the Sunday of Holy Pascha. The day commemorates the 

appearance of Christ to His disciples on the evening of the Sunday following 

Passover. It also commemorates the appearance of the Lord to His disciples 

eight days later when Thomas was present and proclaimed “My Lord and my 

God” upon seeing the hands and side of Christ.  

        In the Church services for this day the stress is on the Apostle Thomas’ 

vision of Christ and the significance of the words of Jesus: “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet believe”.  

      We don't need to touch Jesus physically to have faith. But upon hearing 

of Christ, we can be spiritually moved by His presence to follow Him, and 

trust in His promise that all people will be raised on the day He appoints for 

judgment, and know either the eternal joy of being reunited with God or the 

torment of being without Him.  

      This Sunday is also called Antipascha (meaning “in the stead of Pascha,” 

not “in opposition to Pascha”) because with this day, the first Sunday after 

Pascha, the Church consecrates every Sunday of the year to the 

commemoration of Pascha, that is, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.         
 

      “...Open the doors of your hearts and your homes to Christ, allow His 

Holy Spirit to transform you, purify and strengthen you in God’s love!”   -  
Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk “The Vibrant Parish”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

        

      “...Відчиніть двері своїх душ і домівок Христові, дозвольте Його 

Святому Духові вас перемінити, очистити і скріпити Божою любов'ю!”  –Пастирський  Лист   Блаженнішого Святослава  

Шевчука “Жива Парафія”                                            
                                                         

 

Christian Greetings during Easter Season: 
 

Christ Is Risen!    -          Indeed He Is Risen! 

Chrystos Voskres!        -           Voistynu Voskres! 
     Христoc Bocкpec! -  Boicтину Bocкpec!  
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Christ is among us!   - He is and will be! 
 

 

Liturgical Propers:  
                                                      

Text from “The Divine Liturgy: An Anthology for Worship”; Pg. 501. The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 
 

Liturgical Instruction: After the priest exclaims “Blessed is the Kingdom” and we have responded “Amen,” the clergy sing 

the following Troparion once and the people repeat it. Then the clergy sing the first half, and we conclude it. This is done every day 

until the Wednesday before Ascension Thursday.      
 

Troparion: Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He granted life. (3x) 
 

Troparion (Tone 1): Though the stone was sealed by the Judeans and soldiers guarded Your most pure body, You arose, O 

Savior, on the third day, and gave life to the world. And so the heavenly powers cried out to You, O Giver of Life; Glory to your 

resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Your kingdom! Glory to Your saving plan, O only Lover of Mankind. 
Troparion (Tone 7): While the tomb was sealed, O Christ God, You dawned as life from the sepulcher, and while the doors were 

shut, You came to Your disciples, the Resurrection of all, renewing a right spirit in us through them, according to Your great mercy. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

Kontakion (Tone 1): You arose in glory from the tomb and with Yourself You raised the world. All humanity acclaims You as 

God, and death has vanished. Adam exults, O Master, and Eve, redeemed now from bondage, cries out for joy. “You are the One, O 

Christ, Who offer resurrection to all.” 
Kontakion (Tone 8): With his searching hand, Thomas explored Your life-giving side, O Christ God. For when You entered 

while the doors were shut, he called out to You with the rest of the Apostles: You are my Lord and my God! 
Now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

Kontakion (Tone 4): By Your own choice, O Christ our God, You were lifted on the cross. Grant Your mercies to Your new 

community that bears Your Name. By Your power gladden the faithful people, and grant them victory against enemies. May they 

have the help of Your instrument of peace, the invincible sign of victory. 
Prokimenon (Tone 1): Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we have hoped in You (Ps 32:22). 

     Verse: Praise the Lord, for a psalm is good; may praise be sweet to our God (Ps 146:1). 
Prokimenon (Tone 3): Great is the Lord and great is His strength; and of His knowledge there is no end (Ps 146:5). 

Epistle: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles’: (Acts 5:12-20) 
In those days, through the hands of the apostles, many signs and wonders occurred among the people. By mutual agreement 

they used to meet in Solomon’s Portico. No one else dared to join them, despite the fact that the people held them in great esteem. 

Nevertheless more and more believers, men and women in great numbers, were continually added to the Lord. The people carried 

the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mattresses, so that when Peter passed by at least his shadow might fall on one or 

another of them. Crowds from the towns around Jerusalem would gather, too, bringing their sick and those who were troubled by 

unclean spirits, all of whom were cured.  

The high priest and all his supporters (that is, the party of Sadducees), filled with jealousy, arrested 

the apostles and threw them into the public jail. During the night, however, an angel of the Lord opened the 

gates of the jail, led them forth, and said, “Go out now and take your place in the temple precincts and 

preach to the people all about this new life.”       
Alleluia (Tone 8): Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord, let us acclaim God our Saviour (Ps 94:1). For God is the great Lord and 

the great king over all the earth (Ps 94:3). Remember Your congregation which You acquired from the beginning (Ps 73:2).  
Gospel: (John 20:19-31) 

At that time, on the evening of that first day of the week, even though the disciples had locked the doors of the place where 

they were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood before them. “Peace be with you,” he said. When he had said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side. At the sight of the Lord the disciples rejoiced.  

“Peace be with you,” he said again. “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” Then he breathed on them and said: “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. If you forgive men’s sins, they are forgiven them; if you hold them bound, they are held bound.” 

It happened that one of the twelve, Thomas (the name means “twin”), was absent when Jesus came. The other disciples kept 

telling him: “We have seen the Lord!” His answer was, “I will never believe it without probing the nailprints in his hands, without 

putting my finger in the nailmarks and my hand into his side.”  

A week later, the disciples were once more in the room, and this time Thomas was with them. Despite the locked doors, Jesus 

came and stood before them. “Peace be with you,” he said; than to Thomas: “Take your finger and examine my hands. Put your 

hand into my side. Do not persist in your unbelief, but believe!” Thomas said in response, “My Lord and my God!”  

Jesus than said to him: “You became a believer because you saw me. Blest are they who have not seen and have believed.” 

Jesus performed many other signs as well – signs not recorded here – in the presence of his disciples. But these have been 

recorded to help you believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, so that through this faith you may have life in his name.  

http://www.edmontoneparchy.com/resources/#anthology
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20146.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20146.5
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     Instead of “It is truly...”: The Angel cried out to the One full of Grace: O chaste Virgin, rejoice! And again I say, Rejoice! 

Your Son has risen from the tomb on the third day, and raised the dead. Let all people rejoice!  
    Irmos (tone 1): Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem! for the glory of the Lord has risen upon you! Exult now and be glad, O Zion! 

And you, O chaste Mother of God, take delight in the resurrection of your Son.  
Communion Verse: Receive the body of Christ; taste the fountain of immortality. Alleluia! (x3)  

Instead of "Blessed is He...": Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He 

granted life. 
  Instead of "We have seen the true light...": Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in 

the tombs He granted life. 
       Instead of "Let our mouths...": Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He 

granted life. (x3). 

  Instead of "Blessed be the name of the Lord...": Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those 

in the tombs He granted life. (x3). 

        Troparion: Christ is risen from the dead, conquering death by death, and to those in the tombs He granted life. (x3). 

            Priest: And to us He has granted life eternal! 

         Faithful: We bow down before His resurrection on the third day! 
 

Our Eparch, Bishop Ken is requesting that at the conclusion of every Divine Liturgy we say an additional prayer for Peace in 

Ukraine until the end of the war.  For peace in Ukraine, let us pray: Our Father ... Hail Mary ... Glory be to the Father and 

to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. Amen. 
              

GRATITUDE  

     * to all who organized and participated in welcoming Archbishop Cyril, Bishop Ken, Fr. Steven, and Fr. Iurii at our parish 

this week. Your care for the church, work, time wonderful hospitality are greatly appreciated! 

   * to all our parishioners, guests, visitors and all people of the good will who by their kindness, time, donations, knowingly 

and unknowingly, organize and lead praying with rosaries, attend services, share their time and work at the parish projects, 

organize socials, clean the church, look after and graciously support our Christian, Catholic parish community! Thank you 

very much! May the Almighty God always keep you in His tender care by generously blessing and rewarding your care, time 

and generosity!                       

                                                                                                                                                               

  CONGRATULATIONS  

      * May the Almighty God bless in good health and salvation in many, happy and blessed years of life to Mrs. Janice Roy on 

her birthday (Apr. 26
th)

, Mrs. Jesse Pawlyshyn on her birthday (Apr. 29
th
) all our parishioners, guests, visitors, your family 

members who celebrate their heavenly patrons’ feast-days/name-days and especially to everyone who celebrate their 

birthdays, anniversaries or any other important events this week – Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita! 
Congratulations to a newly baptized Lucia Akiko-Theresa Schultz, as she has received the Mysteries/Sacraments of Christian 

Initiation: The Baptism, The Confirmation and The Holy Eucharist at our Saints Peter and Paul parish today. May the Almighty God 

lead, walk with and bless, our newly baptized sister in Christ, and keep her growing wisely for good of her family, church and 

country for many, happy, healthy and blessed years of life – Mnohaya i Blahaya Lita! 

 

 
 

     A WARM WELCOME TO OUR PARISHIONERS, GUESTS AND VISITORS WHO HAVE JOINED US IN THIS DIVINE 

LITURGY. THANK YOU FOR PRAYING WITH US AT THE CHUCH TODAY. WISHING YOU A BLESSED, RESTFUL 

WEEKEND AND FRUITFUL, HEALTHY AND SAFE WEEK!  EVERYONE IS VERY WELCOME TO COME AND 

PARTICIPATE IN OUR PARISH EASTER LUNCH POTLUCK AT THE CHURCH HALL TODAY! 

  Special Petitions:   
       * We also pray to be blessed with generous hearts to contribute to our Bishop’s initiatives and programmes, such as: the 

support of parishes, the education of parishioners, and the formation of seminarians, Lord hear us and have mercy. 

      * We also pray for the people of Ukraine, that with the help of the Holy Spirit, they may obtain social peace, political 

harmony and economic stability: Lord, hear us and have mercy. 
           REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR: yourselves, Most Reverend Bishop Severian Yakymyshyn, Fr. Steven Basarab,  Fr. Edward 

Evanko, Monsignor Jeremiah Desmond,  Fr. Serabion ElMakary, Steve and Bernice Usipuik, Ann Kuz, Ann Derzak, Dave and 

Mary Emery, Elsie Kinaschuk, John and Mildred Kolody, Joseph Mychaluk, Zonia Rurka, Eugene Palsitt, Adeline Palsitt, Orest 

Hrycewich, Myron and Myrna Wizniak, Elsie Zachary, Matt Dmyterko, Allan and Sharon Ludwig, Jesse Pawlyshyn, Olga 

Burkatsky, Orest Kociuba, Kalyna Kociuba, Allan Bodnaruk, Maria Chorny, Katrien Sobhy, Marg Musey, Kathleen Musey, Jacob 

and Ann Dressler, Rosemary Pellizzon, Bronie Huska, Peter Huska, Mary Borrett, Stanley and Roma Nowakowski (Bishop Ken’s 

parents), Larry and Valray Necember, Lawrence and Ping Beaton, Red Mackay, Theresa Munro, Michelle New, Martin 

Schinkelwitz,  Claud and Eva Gosselin, Adam Laniel, Cryss O’Donnell, Rose Ostopowich (Fr. Joe Ostopowich’s mother), Sandra 
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and Mike Jones, Peter Balla, members of our parish and those who are not able to join actively in our community, your families, 

relatives, friends; governments and armed forces, especially the shut-in or those in the hospitals, traveling, working or studying, 

nursing and senior homes, those seeking God’s answer to their prayers or those rejoicing with God’s answer; those celebrating 

birthdays and anniversaries; those called to their eternal reward and for the family they leave behind; widows and widowers, 

orphans, homeless and all people who have asked us pray for them. Please, also in your kindness keep praying daily for vocations to 

the priesthood and religious life. Remember to ask for special blessings to all Christian families!  
 

REMINDER for families of individuals, who are admitted to hospital - If you or a family member is admitted to hospital and 

you wish to have a priest visit, please be sure to have someone call our parish rectory office to make this request. Your pastor may 

have no other way of knowing that you are in hospital, as privacy legislation.  

     SPIRIT OF AWARENESS: Dear parishioners, if our brother / sister in Christ, who usually sits next to you, is not in the Church 

today, please phone him / her and ask how he / she is doing. Let him /her know that our parish community misses him / her! 
 

* Blessing and distributing of Artos/Easter Bread and myrovania / blessing with Holy Oil of all the faithful is After the Liturgy 

today. 
     * KNEELING DURING THE EASTER SEASON - until Pentecost we do not kneel during the Divine Liturgy. As a sign of our 

redemption and final resurrection, we offer our prayers to God while standing.  
 

  * ZAHALNYTSIA. Due to the festive Easter season, the Friday after Easter (April 10) is not a fasting day. Let us celebrate and 

rejoice in Jesus Christ’s Glorious Resurrection! 
 

    * Easter Dinner/Spilne Sviachene – this pot-luck parish annual dinner will take place at our church hall after the Divine Liturgy 

today (April 23
rd

). 
 
 

   * Sunday (Apr. 16th) faithful offerings/donations: $ 804.00 in Kamloops 

    * Blessings of graves at 4:30 p.m. at Hillside cemetery (Kamloops, BC) today. 

        Deacon Glenn Harmon is preaching Saint John Vianney Roman Catholic Church parish mission at 7 pm from April 

24 to 27, 2017. Everyone is welcome!    
 

   * Divine Mercy Sunday – on April 23rd at Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Cathedral. Confessions start  at 2:00 PM: The 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be sung 2:30 – 2:45pm,  Mass at 3:00pm celebrated by Bishop Joseph: Divine Mercy Sunday is 

a very special Sunday when Jesus offers us the total forgiveness of all sins and punishment to any soul, who goes to 

Confession and receives Him in Holy Communion, on that day.                         

     * We invite you to our Pro-Life Fundraising Dinner and Silent Auction, on April 29th, 6:30p.m., at the 

OLPH Parish Centre, 635 Tranquille Rd. in Kamloops, BC. You will hear first-hand stories on adoption 

and end-of-life care.  Tickets: $30; phone 778-220-5584 
   * PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND: Oct. 12-24, 2017 Walk in the footsteps of Jesus; an unforgettable 

experience with Fr, Joe Ostapowich, Sr. Angelica SSMI, brother & sister pilgrims. For details and price call 

Mrs. Myrna Arychuk at 604 - 617 - 7200 
 

     * FAITHFUL GIVING…  Remember that we never take a day off or a vacation from God, or from our obligation to attend Divine 

Liturgy on Sundays. When traveling, working or studying, please, make sure you check out the service schedule for the area 

churches at our eparchial website: www.nweparchy.ca and attend the Divine Liturgy. Please remember as well, that while 

parishioners may be away and on vacation, the parish is not. Expenses continue as they do throughout the year. Please, remain 

consistent in your gifts to parish. Your weekly Sunday offering is important to our financial well-being. If you are away, we 

appreciate it when you forward your “make-up” donations. The financial stability of the parish counts on regular Sunday 

contributions.  Please, continue to be generous!         
          “Remember, O Lord, those who bear fruit doing good works in Your holy churches and remembering the poor. Send 

down Your mercy upon all of us!”  (Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom)                                    

     * BE A STEWARD: Have you ever wondered what more can you do to help our parish? Here are some 

suggestions: Steward of property security; Steward of grounds cleaning; Steward of cleaning church; Steward of 

church linen; Steward of outreach; Steward of caring; Steward of prayer; Steward of service. Quite often, our 

homebound or senior members, once active in their younger years, want to find purpose in their senior years. 

It’s not only about doing but about “BEING” present to others.  

    Please, feel very welcome to participate in our church choir singing, reading of the Epistle, holding the candles 
during the Gospels readings, processions, parish cleaning, projects, etc.  
 
       

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: to help out with weekly cleaning in the church and organizing of coffee social after the Divine Liturgy on 

Sundays, work-bees, etc. If you can help out, please, let us know. 

     Contact Fr. Pavlo or Mr. Matt Dmyterko for more information. You will be amazed how “BEING” can make a difference! 

              Camp Saint Volodymyr 2017 on August 20-27, 2017. The purpose of camp is to provide an opportunity for youth to 

experience God through nature and the companionship of others. Children will experience Ukrainian language and culture during 
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camp along with games, religious activities, hikes, sports, arts and crafts, camp fires, water activities and other summer camp 

activities.   This marks the 34
th
 year of our Ukrainian Catholic Summer Camp. Camp will take place in Kelowna at the OAC facility. 

Camp offers a wide range of activities for campers aged 7-15 (as of December 31, 2017).  Registration will be available online via 

Eventbrite “Camp Saint Volodymyr BC 2017.”  Early bird registration Ends July 6
th
, 2017.  

    WAYS TO HELP        VOLUNTEER        Camp St. Volodymyr is a nonprofit camp, run on a volunteer basis.  If you are 

interested in helping at this year’s camp as a counsellor, chef, arts & crafts or cultural coordinator please contact Jennifer. 

Applications forms for counsellors are due May 15, 2017. All volunteers will be subject to a criminal records check and must 

sign the camp code of conduct.    For more information contact Jennifer Caldwell @ 604.220.0584 or 

jennsawka@hotmail.com. Visit our webpage via www.nweparchy.ca   

      DONATE: We are always happy to accept food donations of vegetables, fruits, cereals, and treats for children such as cakes, 

cookies, as well as monetary donations. Tax receipts can be issued with donations of $25 or more.      

 

 EPARCHY OF NEW WESTMINSTER     VIBRANT PARISH APPEAL      SHARE YOUR HEART   

“…We need your urgent and immediate support to guarantee the viability of our Eparchy for future 

generations of your children and grandchildren. We want to ensure the survival of pastoral services 

including the celebration of the sacraments in the Ukrainian Catholic tradition, such as Divine 

Liturgies, Baptism, Marriages, Funerals and the great Feasts, which means so much to us…”   

+Ken (Eparchial Bishop of New Westminster)                                                   
            CONTACT INFORMATION: 502 – 5th AVENUE, NEW WESTMINSTER, BC CANADA, V3L 1S2 

TELEPHONE: 604-524-8824   EMAIL: new.chancery@gmail.com    WEBSITE: www.nweparchy.ca 
 

 

Risen Christ calls all to follow him on path to life, Pope says 
    Pope Francis urges Christians to be instruments of Christ's outreach to victims of war, famine and loneliness 

Jesus is the risen shepherd who takes upon his shoulders “our brothers and sisters crushed by evil in all its varied forms”, Pope 

Francis has said before giving his solemn Easter blessing. 

With tens of thousands of people gathered in St Peter’s Square, the Pope called on Christians to be instruments of Christ’s 

outreach to refugees and migrants, victims of war and exploitation, famine and loneliness. 

For the 30
th
 year in a row, Dutch farmers and florists blanketed the area around the altar with grass and 35,000 flowers and 

plants: lilies, roses, tulips, hyacinths, daffodils, birch and linden. 

Preaching without a prepared text, Pope Francis began – as he did the night before at the Easter Vigil – imagining the disciples 

desolate because “the one they loved so much was executed. He died.” While they are huddling in fear, the angel tells them, “He is 

risen.” And, the Pope said, the Church continues to proclaim that message always and everywhere, including to those whose lives 

are truly, unfairly difficult. “It is the mystery of the cornerstone that was discarded, but has become the foundation of our existence,” 

he said. And those who follow Jesus, “we pebbles”, find meaning even in the midst of suffering because of sure hope in the 

resurrection. Pope Francis suggested everyone find a quiet place on Easter to reflect on their problems and the problems of the world 

and then tell God, “I don’t know how this will end, but I know Christ has risen.” 

Almost immediately after the homily, a brief but intense rain began to fall on the crowd, leading people to scramble to find 

umbrellas, jackets or plastic bags to keep themselves dry. After celebrating the morning Easter Mass, Pope Francis gave his 

blessing urbi et orbi, to the city of Rome and the world. Before reciting the blessing, he told the crowd that “in every age the risen 

shepherd tirelessly seeks us, his brothers and sisters, wandering in the deserts of this world. With the marks of the passion – the 

wounds of his merciful love – he draws us to follow him on his way, the way of life.” 

Christ seeks out all those in need, he said. “He comes to meet them through our brothers and sisters who treat them with respect 

and kindness and help them to hear his voice, an unforgettable voice, a voice calling them back to friendship with God.” 

Pope Francis mentioned a long list of those for whom the Lord gives special attention, including victims of human trafficking, 

abused children, victims of terrorism and people forced to flee their homes because of war, famine and poverty. 

“In the complex and often dramatic situations of today’s world, may the risen Lord guide the steps of all those who work for 

justice and peace,” Pope Francis said. “May he grant the leaders of nations the courage they need to prevent the spread of conflicts 

and to put a halt to the arms trade.” 

The Pope also offered special prayers for peace in Syria, South Sudan, Somalia, Congo and Ukraine, and for a peaceful 

resolution of political tensions in Latin America. The Pope’s celebration of Easter got underway the night before in a packed St 

Peter’s Basilica. The Easter Vigil began with the lighting of the fire and Easter candle in the atrium of the basilica. Walking behind 

the Easter candle and carrying a candle of his own, Pope Francis entered the basilica in darkness. 

The basilica was gently illuminated only by candlelight and the low light emanating from mobile phones capturing the solemn 

procession. The bells of St Peter’s pealed in the night, the sound echoing through nearby Roman streets, announcing the joy of the 

Resurrection. 

During the vigil, Pope Francis baptised 11 people: five women and six men from Spain, Czech Republic, Italy, the United 

States, Albania, Malta, Malaysia and China. One by one, the catechumens approached the pope who asked them if they wished to 
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receive baptism. After responding, “Yes, I do,” they lowered their heads as the pope poured water over their foreheads. Among them 

was Ali Acacius Damavandy from the United States who smiled brightly as the baptismal waters streamed down his head. 

In his homily, reflecting on the Easter account from the Gospel of St. Matthew, the Pope recalled the women who went “with 

uncertain and weary steps” to Christ’s tomb. The Pope said the faces of those women, full of sorrow and despair, reflect the faces of 

mothers, grandmothers, children and young people who carry the “burden of injustice and brutality”. 

The poor and the exploited, the lonely and the abandoned, and “immigrants deprived of country, house and family” suffer the 

heartbreak reflected on the faces of the women at the tomb who have seen “human dignity crucified”, he said. 

However, the Pope added, in the silence of death, Jesus’s heartbeat resounds and his resurrection comes as a gift and as “a 

transforming force” to a humanity broken by greed and war. 

“In the Resurrection, Christ rolled back the stone of the tomb, but he wants also to break down all the walls that keep us locked 

in our sterile pessimism, in our carefully constructed ivory towers that isolate us from life, in our compulsive need for security and 

in boundless ambition that can make us compromise the dignity of others,” he said. Pope Francis called on Christians to follow the 

example of the woman who, upon learning of Christ’s victory over death, ran to the city and proclaimed the good news in those 

places “where death seems the only way out”. 

Presiding over the Stations of the Cross Good Friday, at Rome’s Colosseum, Pope Francis offered a prayer expressing both 

shame for the sins of humanity and hope in God’s mercy. A crowd of about 20,000 people joined the Pope at the Rome landmark. 

They had passed through two security checks and were watched over by a heavy police presence given recent terrorist attacks in 

Europe. At the end of the service, Pope Francis recited a prayer to Jesus that he had composed. “Oh Christ, our only Saviour, we 

turn to you again this year with eyes lowered in shame and with hearts full of hope.” 

The shame comes from all the “devastation, destruction and shipwrecks that have become normal in our lives”, he said, hours 

after some 2,000 migrants were rescued in the Mediterranean Sea. The shame comes from wars, discrimination and the failure to 

denounce injustice. Turning to the sexual abuse crisis, Pope Francis expressed “shame for all the times we bishops, priests, 

consecrated men and women have scandalised and injured your body, the Church”. But the Pope also prayed that Christians would 

be filled with the hope that comes from knowing that “you do not treat us according to our merits, but only according to the 

abundance of your mercy.” 

Christian hope, he said, means trusting that Jesus’s Cross can “transform our hardened hearts into hearts of flesh capable of 

dreaming, forgiving and loving.   

Source: http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2017/04/16/risen-christ-calls-all-to-follow-him-on-path-to-life-pope-says/  
 

 
       Liturgical celebrations during week:       

Tue., Apr. 25th – 9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy:  Stefany and Zbigniew Starzyk 

                        – 6:30 p.m. Moleben to Merciful Christ and Parish Council Meeting  

Wed., Apr. 26th – 9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: Molly Tudan (requested by Mrs. Katherine Blain) 

Thurs., Apr. 27th – 9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: Rachael Tudan (requested by Mrs. Katherine Blain) 

Fri., Apr. 28th – 9:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: Earl Blain (requested by Mrs. Katherine Blain) 

             – 6:30 p.m. Moleben to Merciful Christ and Bible Studies (Eng.) (Service at Saints Peter and Paul Parish in Grindrod, BC)  

Sat., Apr. 29th – 10:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: Marie Ludwig (requested by Mrs. Sharon Ludwig) 

Sunday, April 30th, 2017   – 9:30 a.m. Rosary (Eng.)         
                                            - 10:00 a.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all parishioners. (Eng./Ukr.) 

                                         - 2:45 p.m. 1
st
 Hour Service (Eng.) (Service at Saints Peter and Paul Parish in Grindrod, BC)  

         - 3:00 p.m. The Divine Liturgy: God’s blessings for all parishioners.  (Eng./Ukr.)                                                                                                                                                       
 

          * Please, contact Fr. Pavlo if you want to have the Divine Liturgies celebrated in your special (such as: In thanksgiving 

for favours received, the Infirm, General Intentions, the Deceased, Help of the Holy Spirit, for the Travelers, etc.) intentions.    

Pastoral Ministry and Sacraments:  Reconciliation: on Sundays and Holy Days: before Liturgies and other days, by appointment. 

     Holy Communion: for the sick, by appointment, any time. Baptisms: by appointment. Marriages: six months’ notice should be 

given to the parish priest, and he should be contacted before any other arrangements are made. Funerals and Memorials: by 

appointment.   Holy Unction (Anointing of the Sick): Those anticipating surgery, hospitalization or treatments and who would like 

to receive anointing or to meet with parish priest, please call or email Fr. Pavlo in advance to arrange a time and a day. 

     *Basic Guidelines for Reception of Holy Communion: You are a member of the Catholic Church (Orthodox faithful are 

welcome to receive Holy Communion); 2) You have participated in the Sacrament of Confession at least during the Easter or 

Christmas seasons this past year if not more frequently; 3) You attend Divine Services regularly; 4) Your lifestyle is consistent with 

the teaching of the Catholic Church; 5) You have kept the Liturgical fast – no food at least one hour prior to the Divine Liturgy 

(water and medicine does not break the fast). 6) You have been in church from the beginning of the service, or at least heard the 

Gospel. 7) To the best of your ability, you are in the state of Grace. If for any of these or other reasons you cannot receive Holy 
Communion, you are very welcome to come for a blessing. Please indicate to the priest that you would like to receive his 
blessing. 

http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2017/04/16/risen-christ-calls-all-to-follow-him-on-path-to-life-pope-says/

